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The Sophistic Arguments of the Opponents of Ahl AlI-Sunnah wa Al-Jama’ah
in Issues of Usill al-figh Science
Theoretical Critical Applied Study

Marim bint Su’iid ibn Muflih Al-Ghamidy("
Islamic University of Al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa’ad

(Received 21/09/2020, accepted 19/01/2021)

Abstract: Themes of debating are considered — among some scholars of Usil al-figh — one of the branches of Usil al-figh, considering their interest in verifying
sayings, proving their strength and cohesion, and revealing the consistency of the discourse and its consistency with the best methods of reasoning, and denying it all
weakness. Moreover, the theme of debating was known to the previous scholars and practiced by them. They noticed some fallacies that distort the process of proving
statements and inferring them, which gives the illusion of the strength of the saying and the provisions of inference on it. However, after carefully considering these
opinions and their arguments and testing them through debating with fulfilling all correct pillars and conditions, that opinion’s weakness and fallacy become apparent
because it is billed upon sophistry and falsehood. Therefore, the current research revealed some of the misconceptions of the opponents of Ahl al-Sunnah in some issues
of Usil al-figh. The study concluded that there are seven issues in which the innovators disagreed with scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-jama’ah, in themes of Sunnah,
abrogation and imperatives, and built their opinions on arguments containing fallacies in terms of meaning. The study recommended collecting sophist arguments in
all issues of Usil al-figh and refuting them.

Keywords: Ahl al-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah, arguments, controversy, fallacies, inference, sophistry.
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Al-Amidy, ‘Aly ibn Muhammad. (1418h — 1998 AC). Al-
Ihkam fi usil al-ahkam, verified by: Dr. Sayyid
Al-Jumaily (3" ed.). Beirut - Lebanon, Dar al-kitab
al-’araby.

Al-Asmandy, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Al-Halim. (1412h —
1992 AC). Badhl al-nazar fi al-ugil, verified by: Dr.
Muhammad Zaky ‘Abd Al-Barr (1% ed.). Cairo, Mak-
tabah dar al-turath, Street of Republic, 22.

Al-’Attar, Husain, (1420h - 1990 AC). Hashiyah Al->Attar,
(1% ed.). Lebanon - Beirut - Lebanon, Dar al-kutub
al-’ilmiyyah.

Al-Bagawy, Abii Muhammad al-Husain ibn Mas’ad. (1995
AC). Tafsir al-Bagawrt, verified by: Khalid ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-’Akk (1* ed.). Beirut, Dar al-Ma’rifah.

Al-Baji, Abli Al-Walid Sulayman ibn Khalaf. (2012). Iitkéam
al-fugsiil fi ahkam al-ugil, verified by: Dr. Abdullah
Muhammad Al-Jabiiry (2™ ed.). Damascus: Dar al-Ri-
salah al-’Alamiyyah.

Al-Basry, Abii Al-Husain Muhammad ibn ‘Aly Al-Tayyib
Al-Mu’tazaly. (1403h — 1983 AC). Al-Mu’tamad fi
ugiil al-figh, verified by: Khalil AI-Mis (1* ed.). Beirut
- Lebanon, Dar al-kutub al-’ilmiyyah.

Al-Biqa’1, Burhan Al-Din Abt Al-Hasan Ibrahim ibn ‘Umar.
Nazm al-durar fi tanasub al-ayat wa al-suwar, ver-
ified by: ‘Abd Al-Razzaq Ghalib Al-Mahdy. Beirut -
Lebanon, Dar al-kutub al-’ilmiyyah.

Al-Bukhary, Abti ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma’il ibn
Ibrahim ibn Al-Mughirah. (1420h — 1999 AC). Sahih
Al-Bukhary, supervised by: Dr. Salih ibn ‘Abd Al-
’Aziz Alu Al-Shaikh (1* ed.). Riyadh, Dar Al-Salam
for publication and distribution.

Al-Fairiiz Abady Al-Shirazy, Abii Ishaq Ibrahim ibn ‘Aly ibn
Yisuf. (1980 AC). Al-Tabsirah fi usiil al-figh, verified
by: Dr. Muhammad Hasan Hito (1 ed.). Damascus,
Dar al-fikr.

Al-Faraby, Abt Nasr Muhammad ibn Muhammad. (1968
ACQ). Al-Alfaz al-musta’malah fi al-mantiq, verified
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by: Muhsin Mahdy (2™ ed.). Beirut - Lebanon, Dar al-
Mashriq.

Al-Farra’, Abt Ya’la Muhammad ibn Al-Husain Al-Bagh-
dady Al-Hanbaly. (1414h — 1993 AC). Al-’Uddah
fT ugiil al-figh, verified by: Dr. Ahmad ibn ‘Aly Al-
Mubaraky (2™ ed.).

Al-Fayriiz Abady, Majd Al-Din Muhammad ibn Ya‘qib.
(1419h — 1998 ACQC). Al-Qamiis al-Muhit, verified
by: Office for verification of heritage at Mu’assassah
Al-Risalah, under the supervision of: Muhammad
Nu’aym Al-Ragsisy (6" ed.). Mu’assassah Al-Risalah.

Al-Fayimy, Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Aly Al-Magqry.
(1418h — 1997 AC). Al-Misbah al-Munir, Mu’jam
‘araby, verified by: Yusuf Al-Shaikh Muhammad (2™
ed.). Sayda - Beirut - Lebanon, Al-Maktabah al-"asri-
yyah.

Al-Futihy, Ibn Al-Najjar, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Abd Al-’Aziz ibn ‘Aly Al-Hanbaly. (1418h — 1997
AC). Sharh al-kawkab al-munir al-musamma bi
Mukhtasar al-tahrir, verified by: Dr. Muhammad
Al-Zuhaily wa Dr. Nazih Hammad. Riyadh, Maktabah
al-’Ubaikan.

Al-Hajj, Tbn Amir, (1417h — 1996 AC). Al-Taqrir wa al-
tahbir fi ‘ilm al-usil, supervised by: Maktabah al-
buhiith wa al-dirasat. Beirut — Lebanon, Dar al-fikr.

Al-Isnawy, Jamal Al-Din ‘Abd Al-Rahim, Nihayah al-sil,
printed with Manahij al-’uqil, Beirut - Lebanon, Dar
al-kutub al-’ilmiyyah.

Al-Jasas, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali al-Razi. (1414h). Al-Fusil fil-
usiil, verified by: Dr. ‘Ajil Jasim an-Nashmi (2™ ed.).
Kuwait, Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs.

Al-Jurjany, ‘Aly ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Aly. (1405h). Al-
Ta’rifat, verified by: Ibrahim Al-Abyary (1% ed.). Bei-
rut - Lebanon, Dar al-kitab al-’araby.

Al-Juwainy, Abti Al-Ma’aly ‘Abd Al-Malik ibn ‘Abd Allah
ibn Yasuf. (1418h). Al-Burhan fi usiil al-figh, verified
by: Dr. ‘Abd Al-Azim Mahmid Al-Dib (4" ed.). Dar
al-wafa’, Al-Manstrah, Egypt.

Al-Juwainy, Abti Al-Ma’aly ‘Abd Al-Malik ibn ‘Abd Allah
ibn Yusuf. (1417h — 1996 AC). Al-Talkhis fi usil
al-figh, verified by: ‘Abd Allah Jilim Al-Nabaly wa
Bashir Ahmad Al-’Amry. Beirut - Lebanon, Dar al-
basha’ir al-islamiyyah.
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Abstract: The research aims to elucidate the epidemic’s relationship with fate, reveal the most prevalent doctrinal violations in the time of outbreaks, and how to
treat them. The research problem lies in answering the following questions: What are the most pervasive doctrinal violations in this epidemic? And how can these
violations be treated?

The most noticeable results are that the Coronavirus is an infectious disease. Analogically, the closest to it is the disease of scabies, that God’s cosmic willpower
causes the epidemic. The reasonable causes of medication and all precautions are from God’s destiny. The belief that epidemics are the work of humans or that they
are transmitted by themselves without God’s judgment is among the doctrinal violations. These doctrinal violations might be due to ignorance in religion, exaggeration
and innovation in religion, blameworthy imitation, and following desires. According to Shariah guidelines, constructive knowledge and righteous deeds are among the
best ways to treat such an epidemic, taking preventive and curative reasons into account.
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The Parallel Text in Al-Hazemi’s Confused Dreams

Aisha Qasim Mohammed Al-Shammakhi
Gazan University

(Received 29/03/2020, accepted 16/09/2020)

Abstract: This research talks about the parallel text in the pipe dream group of Al-Hazmi, reveals the beauty of the parallel texts in the group, and the extent of their
impact on the reader, as the basis for the essence of the literary text. The phenomenon of thresholds constitutes a connecting link and a decisive, pivotal moment
between a group of marginal texts (title, dedication, images, drawings, introductory speech, and guiding texts) and the main text, so this phenomenon was distinctive
and prominent in contemporary narration. The Jazan narration comes to cope with these texts based on cognitive mechanisms that delve into the depths to extract that
appealing according to a specific format determined by reading.

The preface talks about the concept of thresholds and their functions. The first topic comes under the title of the cover threshold. The second topic is about the
publisher’s threshold. The third topic deals with the author’s name threshold. The fourth topic concerns the acknowledgment threshold. The fifth topic is the title
threshold in “A pipe dream,” and finally, the conclusion, which contains the most important findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Al-Hazmi, icon, the parallel, pipe dreams.
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Abstract: This research aims to know the emergence of the Arabic novel, its stages of development and positions, the critics ’attitudes towards its preference
over poetry in this era, and the problems of not being adopted in the public education curricula and university study plans. The research adopted the historical and
descriptive-analytical method. It contained an introduction, background, two themes, and a conclusion. The findings revealed that some critics prefer poetry over the
novel in this era. Others prefer the novel over poetry, and other genres represent the time’s spirit. Suppose the Arabic novel is written in the classical language. In that
case, it will be understood in all Arab environments. Its spread and influence will increase, and the chances of its adoption in Arab education curricula as well as plans
will be enhanced. In addition, the educational problems of the novel lie in its colloquial language, its bold themes, its weakness in the artistic and aesthetic aspects, and
its distance from the media and technology. Moreover, the strong presence of the novel in education can only be achieved by seeking help from educational institutions
and experts specialized in developing education, its programs and curricula according to the needs of society.
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Border University from faculty perspective

Saud R. Alrwaili
Northern Border University

(Received 08/05/2020, accepted 16/09/2020)

Abstract: The current study aimed to identify the reality of applying education for sustainable development in Northern Border University from the faculty perspective.
It also sought to determine whether there were any statistically significant differences between the participants’ mean responses in the reality of applying education
for sustainable development in Northern Border University from a faculty perspective due to gender, specialization, and years of experience. The descriptive survey
method was adopted, and a questionnaire was developed as the study tool. The sample consisted of (204) faculty members, who were randomly selected. The study’s
findings demonstrated a medium degree for the reality of applying education for sustainable development in Northern Border University from the faculty perspective.
There were no statistically significant differences in the participants’ mean responses to the reality of applying education for sustainable development in Northern
Border University due to gender and years of experience. However, there were statistically significant differences in the participants’ mean responses to the reality of
applying education for sustainable development in Northern Border University due to specialization, in favor of scientific specialization. On the basis of these findings,
the study recommended the need to update and develop the strategic plan of NBU, including its vision, mission, and objectives for fields of sustainable development.
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Faculty Members’ Perceptions about the Reality of University Services Mar-
keting at Shaqra University

Abdalmajeed Selmi Arroqi ®
Shaqra University

(Received 06/06/2020, accepted 02/12/2020)

Abstract:: The study aimed to identify faculty members’ perceptions about the reality of University (Educational, Research, and Societal) Services Marketing at
Shaqra University and reveal statistically significant differences in faculty responses attributed to variables of gender, college type, and academic experience. The
researcher used the descriptive-analytical method and applied a questionnaire to a random sample of (213) faculty members. The study concluded that university
services marketing at Shaqra University was (low) as educational services came in the first rank, followed by societal services. In contrast, research services came in
the last rank. The study revealed statistically significant differences in faculty responses towards a total degree of university services marketing and its three dimensions
with (gender) variable in favor of females and (college type) in favor of scientific colleges. The study revealed no statistically significant differences in faculty
responses towards the total degree of the reality of university services marketing and its dimensions of education and research services with (academic experience)
variable. At the same time, there were statistically significant differences in their responses towards societal services marketing in favor of those with experience of
fewer than five years.

Keywords: faculty members, marketing, university services.
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ate School Students’ Achievement in Jurisprudence (Figh) Course and their
Attitudes Towards it

Abdullah Bin Mohamed Al-Ghadouni Mohammed Bin Dhaifallah Al-Sulami

College of Education, Qassim University Education Department Al-Bukayriyah Governorate

(Received 04/05/2020, accepted 19/01/2021)

Abstract:: The study aimed to identify the effectiveness of activities based on infographics in developing Intermediate School students’ achievement in jurisprudence
(figh) course and their attitudes towards it. The study used the experimental method with its quasi-experimental design. The study sample consisted of (60) students
who were divided into two experimental and control groups. The control group was taught traditionally, whereas the experimental group was taught using activities
based on infographics. The study used the achievement test as an instrument and the attitude scale towards figh course.

The study results showed statistically significant differences, at the (0.05) level, between the mean scores of students in the experimental group and the control group
in the post achievement test, at the levels of recall, understanding and application, in favour of experimental group students. The results also showed statistically
significant differences, at the (0.05) level, between the mean scores of students in the experimental group and those of the control group, in the post-measurement of
students’ attitudes towards figh course in favour of the experimental group students.

Keywords: activities, attitude, infographics, jurisprudence (figh) course.
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Technological Awareness of Digital Risks Related to Using Smart Devices by
Female Students at Najran University

Zubaydah Abdullah Ali Saleh Al — DalaeeC")
Najran University

(Received 07/06/2020, accepted 19/01/2021)

Abstract: This study aimed to identify the effectiveness of computer courses’ content in education in developing technological awareness of smart devices’ digital
risks among female students of the Faculty of Education and the College of Science and Arts at the University of Najran. The study sample consisted of (248) students
from the College of Education and the College of Science and Arts at the University of Najran. The study followed (the descriptive and Semi-experimental methods).
The study used a scale to measure the technological awareness consisting of (30) items. The scales’ validity and reliability were carefully checked. The study’s findings
revealed that the level of technological awareness among female students of Faculty of Education at the University of Najran, who studied the curriculum of computer
courses in education, was average in pre application of the scale of technological awareness of the digital risks of using smart devices. The differences were statistically
significant in the experimental group in pre and post applications scale of technological awareness in favor of the post application. The results of the study also showed
no statistically significant differences in the experimental group during pre and post applications due to variable of field (scientific, Humanist). Based on these results,
conclusions, recommendations and appropriate proposals were presented.
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The Effectiveness of Program Based on the Functional Approach in Develop-
ing the Linguistic Literacy Skills among Fourth-grade Students

Khaled bin Ebrahim Alturki
Imam Mohammed bin Saud Islamic University

(Received 03/09/2020, accepted 19/01/2021)

Abstract: The study aimed to build a program based on the functional approach to developing fourth-grade students’ linguistic literacy skills. To achieve this goal, the
researcher prepared a list of the linguistic literacy skills suitable for fourth-grade students, and a test to measure these skills was designed. The researcher also built a
program based on the functional approach to developing linguistic Literacy skills for fourth-grade students. The study results demonstrated the program’s effectiveness
in the development of linguistic Literacy skills in the field of reading and writing as a whole and the effectiveness of the program in the development of sub-skills of
linguistic Literacy skills. The study recommended incorporating the linguistic Literacy skills in the curricula of teaching the Arabic language, taking into account the
scope and sequence matrix of Saudi Arabia and distributing it hierarchically to the elementary grades.

Keywords: a program based on functional approach, functional approach, linguistic literacy.
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Table (2) shows that there are significant differences
at (0<0.05) for the frequencies of the critical apprais-
al fields of infographics in the targeted Textbooks of
Islamic Education. This is congruent with Kibar and
Akkoyunlu (2014) and AlKulaib (2019). This means
that the infographics have been distributed in a way
that does not achieve integration and continuation of
building epistemological experiences through using
such graphs. Instead, these infographics have been de-
signed and combined with the written content random-
ly and coerced away from the students’ psychological
and cognitive development standards. That can prob-
ably be attributed to the fact that the authors and de-
signers of the Textbooks of Islamic Education did not
adopt well-defined criteria for infographics. Thus, the
textbooks have been designed without prior planning
and without thinking of the suitable standards of such
graphics. Finally, the authors and designers have not
considered the graduation and continuation of building
the cognitive experiences.

Conclusion

In light of the results above, the study found insuffi-
cient infographics in the Textbooks of Islamic Educa-
tion of the intermediate stage in Saudi Arabia. In addi-
tion, the infographics have been distributed unevenly
in these books, with a significant difference between
the fields of critical appraisal as ‘Perfection” was much
higher than the other three fields. Finally, the incorpo-
ration and presentation of these infographics were not
gradual or continuous. Instead, they were randomly
distributed in the targeted textbooks without following
a purposeful methodology or having the proper pro-
portions.

Recommendations

Based on the results and conclusions mentioned above,

the researcher suggests the following:

o Textbooks of Islamic Education need to incorpo-
rate well-designed infographics that consider the
psychological and cognitive order. Designation f
infographics should be conducted away from co-
ercion or randomness

e Future studies may benefit from the current re-
search by building a matrix of infographics that
meet the standards of good designs.
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e There should be some training for the technical
staff responsible for designing infographics to
produce graphics that meet the required standards
taking into account the right proportions and per-
centages of infographics in textbooks.

e  Textbooks’ infographics should be characterized
by integration and continuation. All fields should
have equal proportions. They should complement
each other so that they horizontally and vertical-
ly cover the cognitive development as a student
moves from one grade to the next one.

e  Authors should think of designing extra activities
that integrate the contents of cognitive structure
and infographics.

e Researchers are advised to conduct studies simi-
lar to the current one on other textbooks and other
stages to investigate the criteria of designing visu-
al data in those other textbooks.
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Figure (1): The distribution of the fields of critical appraisal of the infographics in the Textbooks

of Islamic Education of the intermediate stage

To answer the second question, “Do the fields of crit-  a Chi’-test was conducted to compare the percentage of
ical appraisal of the infographic designs in the Text- the fields in the targeted books to the ‘Grade’ as illus-
books of Islamic Education of the intermediate stage in  trated in Table (2).

Saudi Arabia vary according to the student’s ‘grade’?,

Table (2):
Using Chi’-test to compare the percentage of the fields of critical appraisal of
the infographics in the Textbooks of Islamic Education to ‘Grade’

First Intermediate Second Intermediate Third Intermediate
Grade Grade Grade
Frequency / Sum Percent
Per ) Chi-Square df Asymp. Sig.
Domain Percent Percent o
Frequency cent Frequency Frequency
o (%) (%)
(%)
Observed 138 30.3 146 32.1 121 26.6 0.003 2 0.999
Perfection 405 89
Expected 137.7 30.3 145.8 32 121.5 26.7
Observed 5 1.1 6 1.3 5 1.1 0.002 2 0.999
Insight 16 35
Expected 5 1.1 6.1 1.3 5 1.1
Observed 3 0.6 4 0.9 5 1.1 0.001 2 1.000
Inexhaustibility 12 2.6
Expected 3 0.6 4 0.9 5 1.1
Observed 8 1.8 7 1.5 7 1.5 0.001 2 0.999
Moral Vision 22 4.8
Expected 7.9 1.8 7 1.5 7 1.5
Observed 154 338 163 359 138 303 0.024 2 0.988
Sum 455 100
Expected 154.7 34 163.8 36 136.5 30 0.003 2 0.999
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five fields. After being checked by seven expe-
rienced referees, they suggested having some
changes for its accreditation. Consequently, the
researcher took their remarks into account and
finalized the tool, which eventually had four
fields: perfection, insight, inexhaustibility, and
moral vision.

Results and Discussion

To answer the first question, “How were the fields of
critical appraisal of the infographic designs in the Text-
books of Islamic Education of the intermediate stage
in Saudi Arabia distributed?” the frequencies and per-
centages of each of the four fields were calculated as
shown in Table (1) below:

Table (1):
Results of the distribution of the fields of critical appraisal of Textbooks of

Islamic Education Infographics in the Intermediate Stage

Intermediate Grade
Field First Second Third total o
Is'term | 2™ term | 13 term | 2" term | 1% term | 2" term
Perfection 71 67 70 76 69 52 405 89%
Moral Vision 6 2 5 2 3 4 22 4.8%
Insight 4 1 3 3 2 3 16 3.5%
Inexhaustibility 2 1 1 3 2 3 12 2.6%
Total 83 71 79 84 76 62 455 100%
Overall % 33.8% 35.9% 30.3% 100%

Table (1) shows that ‘Perfection’ came in the first place
with a total number of frequencies (405) and a percentage
of (89%). This result seems reasonable because the info-
graphics should have an epistemological component in the
first respect, which indicates that the written message and
the visual graph complement each other. This taken into
consideration, the infographic design has an advantage in
religious books. It also indicates that the infographic has
been designed according to educational and epistemolog-
ical standards. Then, the students can better understand
what they read, comprehend the meanings, interpret the
facts, evaluate the written opinions and ideas, and produce
creative and modern theories (see also Kibar & Akkoyun-
1u,2014 ; Al-Dossari, 2018 ; AlKulaib,2019 ).

On the other hand, Table (1) results indicate a substantial
difference between ‘Perfection’ and the different fields that
were much lower. The ‘Moral Vision’ came second with
(22) frequencies and a percentage of (4.8%), ‘Insight’ was
the third with (16) frequencies and a percentage of (3.5%).
In comparison, ‘Inexhaustibility’ came last with only (12)
frequencies and a percentage of (2.6%). This indicates that

the fields of critical appraisal of infographics in the target-
ted books were shallow except for ‘Perfection’. The gap
between ‘Perfection’ (405 frequencies) and ‘Inexhaustibil-
ity’ was huge, with only (12) frequencies.

Moreover, the overall frequency was (455) with a total
percentage of (62.6%) of the overall infographics (727).
The infographics represent (6.2%) of the overall para-
graphs in the targetted books (7351). This indicates a low
percentage of the religious books’ infographics compared
to the written material. This suggests that the infographics
underrepresent the goals and objectives they were sup-
posed to represent, i.e. facilitate and retrieve knowledge
and build a relationship between the written and the vi-
sualized materials. That may probably be attributed to the
coercion of many of these infographics and not taking into
account the right percentage between the written and vi-
sual materials. Also, the designs of these infographics are
mostly rudimentary. Many of them are not attractive and
do not meet the standards of producing good books for the
intermediate stage or creating good educational infograph-
ics. Figure (1) below clarifies these results.
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1- Evaluate the Textbooks of Islamic Education of
the intermediate stage in Saudi Arabia according
to the fields of critical appraisal.

2- Reveal the extent of following-up and continua-
tion of critical appraisal of the infographic designs
in the Textbooks of Islamic Education in the in-
termediate stages in Saudi Arabia according to
‘grade’.

Importance of the Study

To the best of the researcher’s knowledge, this is the
first study that addresses the fields of critical appraisal
of infographics in the Textbooks of Islamic Education.
Therefore, it may increase the interest in the visual data
in the textbooks. Moreover, the study may attract the
attention of those responsible for creating and devel-
oping Textbooks of Islamic Education to give more
interest in embedding infographics in the textbooks.
Finally, the study may also benefit Islamic education
teachers and supervisors to set up a detailed proposal
on the critical appraisal of the infographics in the Text-
books of Islamic Education.

Study Limitations

The study has the following limitations:
1. Subject limitation: which is divided into two cat-
egories:

a. The fields of critical appraisal of the infograph-
ics: This includes four areas: perfection, insight,
inexhaustibility, and moral vision.

b. Textbooks of Islamic Education: these include
the religious science textbooks developed re-
cently for the intermediate stage students in
Saudi Arabia.

2. Temporal limitation: the study was conducted
during  2019/2020.

Terminology

The following terms have the procedural definitions

next to each:

e  Textbooks of Islamic Education: the religious sci-
ence textbooks were recently developed for the
intermediate stage students in Saudi Arabia.

e Infographics: the art of transforming information,
data, and concepts to pictures and diagrams that
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can be understood and comprehended entertain-
ingly (Matrix & Hodson,2014 ). Procedurally
infographics represent figures, diagrams, graphs,
and mental maps included in the Textbooks of Is-
lamic Education of the intermediate stage.

e  C(ritical appraisal: evaluating the quality of the in-
fographics according to four criteria: perfection,
insight, inexhaustibility, and moral vision.

Reliability

Reliability in this study indicates obtaining the same
results more than once if the same researcher analyzed
them at different times. It can also mean getting the
same results if one or more researchers simultaneously
conducted the analysis, provided they follow the same
analysis rule. The researcher used the theme as a unit
for analysis. He analyzed the study population more
than once and calculated the reliability coefficient be-
tween the two analyses using the following equation
following (Ott & Longnecker,2008):

No. of agreements between analysis 1 and 2

Consi

X100%

The agreement percentage between the two analyses
was (81%). This percentage indicates that the analysis
list and method are reliable and that the tool was appro-
priate for the study.

Validity

To ensure the validity of the analysis, the researcher
reviewed the previous studies and the related literature.
This enabled him to build the critical appraisal list,
which initially consisted of five fields. Then, he sent
the list to seven experienced referees. After obtaining
the responses, he made the suggested changes. Accord-
ingly, the final list included only four fields.

The study’s validity has been verified in content valid-
ity and explicit validity.

Since the content analysis is associated with the
four fields of the critical appraisal, the tool validity is
achieved by its consistency with what specialists and
researchers in the field have concluded. Notably, this
research benefitted from previous relevant research
(Polman & Gebre,2015 ; Al-Dossari,2018 ; AlKulaib,
2019).

Explicit Validity: the initial study tool consisted of



Journal of the North for Humanities, Northern Border University, Vol. (7), Issue (2), Part (2) (July.2022 / Dhul-Hijjah 1443H.)

sensitive feelings, good taste, entertain-
ment, and empathy. Emotional appreci-
ation has an outstanding role in creating
emotional context and spiritual feeling.
Thus, the affectionate aesthetic bulk ap-
pears through the profound vision of the
design that makes a spiritual space char-
acterized by romantic disposition, which
enriches students’ imagination, cultural
openness and acceptance of others.
Graphic design is affected more by in-
sight and inexhaustibility than by perfec-
tion. The model may significantly affect
the artistic work, but it does not provide
students with a thorough understand-
ing or develop their required response.
Therefore, the artistic value is largely re-
duced. Thus, the work’s success in cre-
ating insight may lead the recipient to a
state of inexhaustibility.

4. The moral vision: this variable reflects stu-
dents’ moral insight and gives them ethical
growth opportunities. It further reflects Islamic
values, principles, and morals. Simon (1992)
sees that moral thinking is the primary purpose
of education and the central pillar of the text-
books. Therefore, it requires providing students
with educational experiences to enable them to
build themselves morally where they are ruled
by virtue, morals, and moral intelligence.

Methodology

The researcher used ‘Content Analysis’ to obtain the
required data. He used the ‘Theme’ as a unit for content
analysis because the theme is the most suitable in this
field (Erbac et al.,2012 ). Frequency was also used as a
unit for counting and calculating the required apprais-
al fields of infographics in the Islamic sciences text-
books for the intermediate stage in Saudi Arabia. The
researcher based the list is on the literature review and
relevant previous studies. The study focused on four
fields: perfection, insight, inexhaustibility, and moral
vision. Pictures, graphs, figures, and mental maps have
all been analyzed in the targeted textbooks.

Study Population and Sample

The sample study is the same as the population study,
which comprises 24 religious sciences textbooks in
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Saudi Arabia’s intermediate stage. These include the
following books: Hadith books, Islamic Monotheism,
Figh, and Quran interpretation for the first, second and
third intermediate grades. These books have been re-
cently developed and accredited by the Saudi Ministry
of Education for 2019/2020.

Study Tool

The study tool analyzed the data and investigated the
critical appraisal fields of infographics in the targeted
textbooks. The analysis was based on four domains:
perfection, insight, inexhaustibility, and moral vision.
The criteria for evaluating the infographics in the tar-
get textbooks and the contexts in which they appeared
have all been presented in the literature review of the
current study.

Study Problem

Many relevant studies, such as (Yildirim,2016 ; Fad-
zil,2018 ; AlKulaib,2019 ) found that infographic de-
signs are very effective in textbooks as they develop
students’ cognition and their ways of thinking, intel-
ligence patterns, and psychological aspects which add
entertainment, excitement, and fun to their learning
process. Consequently, effectively creating infograph-
ic designs becomes a must since it achieves the desired
goals. The current study aims to investigate the extent
of consistency between the infographic designs in the
Textbooks of Islamic Education in the intermediate
stage in Saudi Arabia with the fields of critical apprais-
al.

Study Questions

The study attempts to answer the following two ques-

tions:

1- How were the fields of critical appraisal of the
infographic designs in the Textbooks of Islam-
ic Education of the intermediate stage in Saudi
Arabia distributed?

2- Do the fields of critical appraisal of the info-
graphic designs in the Textbooks of Islamic
Education of the intermediate stage in Saudi
Arabia vary according to the student’s ‘grade’?

Study Objectives

This study aims to:
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fographics need to be congruent with learners’ psy-

chological and logical development. They should be

characterized by originality, uniqueness, seriousness,
attraction, suspense, and motivation (Krauss,2012 ;

Fadzil,2018 ).

Consequently, infographics have three prominent roles

in textbooks:

e  Attention role: it instigates the learner’s motiva-
tion as it contains some sort of suspense, motion,
excitement, and attractiveness.

e  Explicative role: it clarifies, interprets and com-
pares knowledge experiences. It also helps rec-
ognize the written content and allows learners to
imagine the cognitive content.

e Retention: it helps learners remember things
more easily.

As aresult, having infographics within the written con-
tent of the textbooks is an epistemological tool that is
explicative and aesthetic at the same time. Nonethe-
less, this tool may encompass other hidden meanings
and interpretations (Alkhaldi,2012 ). Thus, there is a
real need for critical appraisal of the infographic de-
signs in the textbooks. Such appraisal aims to investi-
gate the denotation and connotation of the picture on
the one hand and its function and attractiveness on the
other (Polman & Gebre,2015 ). From the researcher’s
perspective, the critical appraisals of the infographic
designs can be categorized as follows:
A. Descriptive appraisal: concerned with the overall
picture in the first place. It aims to investigate omitted
artistic characteristics since the tiny pieces in creative
work are considered details. On the other hand, the
more significant part is called a region. Therefore, one
can view the detail or regional relationships in light of
the critic’s awareness of the size, colour, background,
and other details.
B. Explicative appraisal: concerned with the content.
The explicative critic works to give meaning to the pic-
ture. So, the explicative appraisal concentrates on the
viewpoints, trends, the relationship between the com-
ponents of the picture, the connotation, implications,
and the possible interpretations of the infographic de-
sign.

C. Critical appraisal: concerned with assessing the

value of the artistic work. This includes four criteria:

1. Perfection: embodied in the representation and
variety of knowledge and the organization of
the detail and regional relationships, all called
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visual balance. This requires a high degree of
consistency and harmony between the info-
graphic elements, whether in designing or pre-
paring it. The aim here is to achieve knowledge
development, and thus the design should focus
on one neat concept of symbols or marks that
could lead to misunderstanding. In brief, the
connotation of the design should be directed to
its purpose.

Insight: this is represented by the designs that
give students more space for creativity, imag-
ination, and contemplative and representative
thinking. It also aims to develop the senses’
ability to physical perception or what can be
called playful imagination. This makes the de-
sign attractive and lively and helps reproduce
the meaning more profoundly and effectively.
This requires that learners stop thinking ordi-
narily because they are confronted with some-
thing unusual. Then, the epistemological con-
tent starts to have gradual incitement. This, in
turn, provides students with imaginative capac-
ity and moves their imagination towards critical
awareness and connotations. Ranciere (2004)
dubbed this as “the potential of meaning inher-
ent in everything silent”. Then and only then
the infographic designs will have the power of
change and empowerment.

Inexhaustibility: represented in the interactive
immersion in the picture. This reflects the pic-
ture’s depth and attractiveness. The variation of
the pictures embedded in a lesson increases in-
exhaustibility which can be represented in two
aspects:

I. Attractive tension indicates the art of
instigating excitement to achieve enter-
tainment and attractiveness. The attrac-
tiveness of the picture is one of the most
critical interactive stimuli that attract
students to the written language (Eisner,
2002). The attractive tension is also ex-
hibited through the infographic designs
that belong to the aesthetic sense. It
motivates students to have more excite-
ment, entertainment, astonishment, and
aesthetical sensitivity.

I -Emotional appreciation: this is repre-
sented by emotional pictures that reflect
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Introduction

Technology and modern technological devices have
contributed to the overflow of information and data.
This led to the need to use visual diagrams to organize
knowledge and facilitate its processing, storing and
retrieving. Thus, with the onset of the third millenni-
um, the world depended significantly on infographics,
which became a means of knowledge, communication
and entertainment. It, further, became a modern lan-
guage that has transcended language differences and
geographical barriers. It, thus, made the world commu-
nity closer despite the differences and attitudes.

Although infographics are used in the Textbooks of
Islamic Education in Saudi Arabia, they are random
and underrepresented (AlKulaib,2019 ; Al-Dossari,
2018). Therefore, this paper aims to critically appraise
the infographics in the Textbooks of Islamic Education
of the intermediate stage in Saudi Arabia. Based on the
study results, it is hoped that designers of Textbooks of
Islamic Education consider the different fields of the
critical appraisal and thus reflect these fields in info-
graphics in reasonable proportions.

Literature review

Infographics are an artistic element that, when ac-
tivated, increases the precision and beauty of their
host. This, in turn, gives it a more expansive space for
thinking. Moreover, it makes knowledge acquisition
and communication fun (Okura,2009 ). Infographics
depend on syngraphics and semiotics based on info-
graphics standards: lines, colours, bans, graduation,
consistency, unity, motion, and beat (Fadzil,2018 ; Ma-
trix & Hodson,2014 ).

Therefore, infographics are considered one of the
critical inputs in designing textbooks. This can be
achieved by introducing written and visual information
that combines epistemological creativity and art. This
can be represented in unusualness, personification, fun
and entertainment, sound and texture, and sending out
good scent if possible (Kidar & Akkoyunlu,2014 ).
Polman and Gebre (2015) point out that the concept
of infographics indicates the transformation of infor-
mation and data to visual diagrams that can be easily
understood. Krauss (2012) defines infographics as the
visual presentation of information and data that com-
bines words, pictures and graphs in an organized way
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to make them conceivable. Similarly, Matrix and Hod-
son (2014) define infographics as the art of transform-
ing information, data, and concepts into pictures and
diagrams that can be understood and comprehended
clearly.
Infographics have several classifications; some are
constant, the most commonly used, and the easiest to
design in textbooks since these depend on the printed
pictures. On the other hand, some changing classifica-
tions depend on motion and visual and sound effects.
The interactive infographics allow the development of
several layers of data in one interface. This classifica-
tion will enable users to communicate and interact bet-
ter (Yildirim,2016 ).
Relevant studies such as Drexlar (2010), Islamoglu et
al. (2015), and AlKulaib (2019) recommend using in-
fographics in textbooks in a professional way. This is
because infographics activate the students’ visual and
verbal channels. They also help organize, save, under-
stand, and apply information in a practical, easy, and
attractive way to support meaningful learning.
Accordingly, textbooks need to use infographics as a
cornerstone in the learning and teaching process. This,
in turn, confirms the importance of designing textbooks
epistemologically, cognitively, aesthetically and expli-
catively at the same time. Notably, infographics may
not add details to a topic. Instead, it could be the topic
itself as it has a profound impact on forming thoughts
and transforming these thoughts into objectives and
behaviours (Alkhaldi, 2012). This requires careful at-
tention when preparing and designing infographics in
textbooks in a way that solves people’s daily problems.
Nonetheless, it should be taken into consideration that
infographics should not involve odd visual presenta-
tions that reflect a random coerced infographic desig-
nation.
For the infographics to convey their function and pur-
pose in the textbooks, they should be subject to some
standards and conditions. First, there should be one
topic for each infographic design. Second, informa-
tion and data that can be visually represented need to
be carefully chosen. Third, the delivered information
should be characterized by precision and accuracy.
Furthermore, symbols and figures should be carefully
selected, and colours and lines should be harmonious
with the idea and purpose of the design. Moreover,
infographic designs must be simple, straightforward,
and error-free. Finally, the standards of designing in-
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Abstract: The current study aims to appraise the infographics in the Textbooks of Islamic Education in Saudi Arabia during 2019-2020. The
study tool has been designed to include four fields of the critical appraisal of infographics: perfection, insight, inexhaustibility, and moral
vision. Applying the analytical approach and checking the validity and the reliability, the study findings indicate that the infographics in the
Textbooks of Islamic Education in the intermediate stage were low. ‘Perfection’ came in the first rank. The results also suggest insignificant
differences at (0<0.05) between the frequencies of each field of the critical appraisal of infographics that can be attributed to the ‘grade’
variable. The results also indicate that infographics’ preparation and designation were random and lacked a purposeful, balanced methodology.
In light of these results, the study recommends that Textbooks of Islamic Education need to include infographics that are prepared and designed
purposefully, taking into consideration the psychological and logical sequence of these infographics. Such a process should be conducted away
from coercion or randomness.

Keywords: critical appraisal, textbooks of islamic education, infographics.
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more than 200 words. The manuscript
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keywords that indicate the field of
specialization. The keywords are written
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below each summary and should not be
more than six.

The author(s) name(s), affiliation(s) and
address must be written immediately
below the title of the article, in both
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Times New Roman, in 12- font size for
the main text, and 9-font size for notes.

The manuscript is to be typed on only
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of the page.
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Introduction

The introduction shows the topic and
aims of the research paper. It should
be consistent with the research ideas,
information and the established facts.
The research problem and its importance
should be stated. In addition, a review of
related literature should be introduced.

Body

The body includes all

necessary and basic details of the

manuscript

research approach, tools and methods.
All stated information should be arranged
according to priority.

Findings and discussion

Research findings should be clear and
brief, and the significance of these findings
should be elucidated without repetition.

Conclusion

It is a brief summary of the research

topic, findings, recommendations and
suggestions.
8. Figures, diagrams and illustrations

should be included in the main text,
in black and white, and consecutively
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